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PAD This i3 Skylab Launch Control. We're
T minue 6 hours 30 minautes and counting in our countdown
for the first manned mission in the Skylab Program. Tha
countdown is moving along well, The cryogenic logding, which
during a normal count would be going on at thia time, waa
moved up in the countdown procedure and has actvally bean
completad, This was done 80 that the crews c3a come back 1n
and complete some stowage at this time. That close~out crew
now is at the pad, :-he hatch to the command module has been
opened, and .he crew is {nslde working inaide the Bpacecra’t,
We'll have one extra man on the close~out crew assisting with
the stowage procedures. Weather for launch time, 9:00 a.m. this
morning, is ecpected to be partly cloudlv, wiands frecs the
southwest about 10 knots, temperature's about 78 degrecs
Fahrenhelt at launch time. Countdown going smoothly, T minus
6 hours 29 minutes and counting, this {a Kennedy lLaunch Control.
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This is Skylad Launch Contrel. We're

at T-3 hours 29 minutes and counting in our countdown for
var first manned mission in the Skyladb program. At thin

time the final pieces of flight equipment hove arrived at

the pad area. They're being taken up to the white rouam area,
and they will be stowed in the command module. Along with
the closeout crew i{s a flight crew equipment specialist who
will assist in this stowvage. Alsoc inside the spacecraft ia
the antronaut member of the closeout crew, Hank Hartsfield.
Also going on in the count 4t thia time, a final antenna
aiignment has just been completed. During this alignment

a check {8 make to ensure that at any automatic tracking
position the antenna will track the vehicle at 1iftoff. Cryo-
genics were loaded earlier today; carlier in the count than
usual so that we could do this stowage here during the final
hours. Cryogenics are liquid hydrogen and liquid oxygen.
Liquid oxygen the fuel for the second stage. The liquid
oxygen, excusre me, Ils the ouvdizer for the first and second
stage, liquid hydrogen fue) for the second stage, These were
loaded eariier. They are continued Lo be topped off during
the count to ensurc we have a ful! load at 1iftoff. They

are extremely cold. There's some bolloff takes pla.e, so

it 13 necessary to continue topping them. This topping off
fs torminated during the final countdown sequence. The
countdown moving along smoothly. T-5 hours 27 minutes and
counting., This {s Kennedy Launch Control.
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"PAO - ~ Th!s is Skylab Launch Control we're at

T minus 4 houts 37 minutes and counting in our countdown for
the lavach in cthe first marnned mission in the Skylab program.
At this time Astronaut Hank Hartafield, tha astronaut mem-

ber of the closeout crew 1is in the command module. He's work-
ing with test controlletrs going over some attitude command
check. Also in the spacecraft at this time is a crew equipment
specialiat who is asaisting in the stowage of the thermal
shielda. Cryogenic topping continues. Cryogenics were loaded
earlier in the countdown, The weather for 9 o'clock launch
this morning continues .0 look sat{iafactory. Just coming into
the firing room here at launch complex 39 is Aatronautr Zob
Ceippen. He will be the astronaut communicator here In the
firing room, talking to the crew once they get {nto the com-
mand modul.. Countdown has moved along well, Cryogenle load-
ing completed early am planned to afferd some extra time for
Stowing this special thermal ahield equlpment. Now T minus

4 hours 36 minutes and counting this (s Kennedy lLaunch Control.
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LETTPAQ Thie is Skylab Leunch Control we're at
- T winu3 3 houre 42 minutes and counting. Countdown continuing
to go smoothly., We've received word now that the f1ight crew.
Commander Petes Corrad, Science Pilot Joscph Kerwin,
Pilot Paul Weits have been alerted and are on thei, wvay for
a brief physical examination at this time. At pad B complex
19 stovage is underway of the thermal shield devices. 1It's
estimated now that this stovage should finish up about
1/2 hour from this time. Also Astronaut Hank Hartsfiald the
astronaul mewmbur of the closeout crew is {n the spacecraft,
He's been going through a extensive switeh checklist with the
test conductor .n the manned spacecraft operations building
spacecraft control room. Cryogenics vere loaded earlier n
the count, continue to be topped off and that topring off will
continvue down to the final minute of the osuntdown. Weather
for lift-off time is predicted to bhe fair, favorable for
launch at 9 a.m. thia morning. Partly cloudy weather {8 ex-
pected. Surface *'inds aouthwest 10 knotms and temperatures are
expected to be approximately 7B degrees at launch time.

T minus 3 hours 4! minutes and courting this {s Kennedy Launch
Control,

END OF TAPE
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at the T minus 3 hour 30 minute mark in tha countdown. At
this time we have a planned dbuiltin hold. This hold will

lant for 1 hour and 13 minutes. The hold was originally
scheduled in the launch at this time or in the countdown at
this time to take care of any reauirements for additional time
needed in fueling. This is brir_ing the cryogenic fuels aboard
the first and second stage of the vehicle., Actually this
cryogenic fueling wam completed early {n the count last night
to afford some extra time for mtowage, That stovage is being
completed at this time; that's being approximately 15 more
minutes, The last item to be stowed has been moved into the
spacecraft, After that is rtowed the center couch which has
bean removed to accommodate the men doing the stowage and to
be able to get to the sapace where the equipment ia being
stowed., That couch will be brought back aboard. 1t takes
about 10 minutes to put that cuuch back in. We'll expect to
reaume the countdown at the 3 hour 30 minute mark at 5:28 a.m.
At this time the astronaut crew has bheen alerted and haas
received their very brief medical examination, They'll be
goinp on and having a short breakfast a: 4:30 a.m. They are
then scheduled to g0 to the sult room, all of this activity
taking place fn the Manned Spacecraft Operatlions Building
where the crew quarters are located and where theilr sult room
{fa located. Thev'1ll go to the suit room shortly after

5 and begin their sulting at that time. Thevy are scheduled

to depart the manned spacecraft operations buildire for the
trip touv the pad at 5:55 a.m. and that's about a ] mile trip
which takes about 20 minutes., Thev should begin entering the
rpacecraft at approximately 6:20 a.m. thie morning. last
night shortly before the NMSS was moved we did have some rain
activity and some thunderstorms {n the area, A minor lightn-
lng strike did hit the mobile service strvcture, the Rtructure
which surrounds the vehicle, gives it protectlon from both

the elements and also environmental protection around the
apacecraft. The service structure also affords accesu to

workmen who are working on the vehicle. That structure (s
moved back now. Jt's moved back prior to cryogenie loading
ard will stay in {ts parked porition through launch. OQur

cotut mrow in the plarned hold T minus 3 hourzs 3 minutes and
holding this iw Kennedy Launch Control.

END OF TAPE



This is Skylab Launch Control. We ares
continuing our planned hold at the T minus 3 hours and 30
minutes mark, At this time, the crew Yas coupleted their
brief physical examination. Crew Commanda: “ete Conrad,
Science Pilot Joseph Kerwin, and Pilot Paul Weitsz have now
proceeded down to breakfast, Following their physical
¢xamination, which was conducted by Dr. Charles Ross and
Dr. Jerry Rojenksky, Dr. Royce Hawkins, the Deputy Director
of Life Sclences, Johnson Space Center, reporled that the
crew slept well last night and they looked good. Tor
breakfast this morning the: will he joined by Alan Shepard,
Chief vf the Astronaut Office at Johnson Space (Center, and
Donald K, Slayton, Director of Flight Crew Operations at
Johnson Space Center. They will be having a breakfast this
morning of orange juicz, steak, and scrambled cgga. Here
at (he launch pad the stowage of equipment aboard the coummand
nodule has recently been completed and at this time the
center couch, the one which will be occupled by Sc'ence
Pilet Joseph Kerwin, is being retnstalled. Uur countdown
continuing in the planned hold period, T minus 3 hours and
‘T minutes, this i{s Kennedy Launch Control.

END OF TAPE
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;-g;ﬂ? PAO o This is Skylad Launch Control. We've .
" mow resumed our count, T minus 3 hours 29 minutes 25 seconds and
counting. Just prior to resuming the count the test supervisor

here in the firing room, 3111 Schick, pulled varicus ulenents
of the launch team. Spacecraft reported they were ready to
resume, Launch vehicle ready. Superintendant arrange operations
ready. Houston flight called, sald they were re.dy for flight
crevw departure. That departure s sclieduled approximately
535 minutes past the hour, 5:55., The safety officer reported
also, pvafety 1is ready for crew ingress; that's scheduled at
T minvs 2 hours and 40 minutes in the count. Hank Hartsfield,
the astronaut member of the closeout crew, i1s sti{ll in the
command module. At this time he has completed reinstallation
of the center couch, That couch had been taken ocut while
the equipment was being stowed, After following reinctallation
of the couch, he has been working with the spacecraft test
rouductor, Bob Reed, going over switch checks to ver{fy
switches have not been bumped or placed {n the wrong position.
Bobd Reed reading off the various switches and the proper
puvsition, and Hartsfield verifying that. The prime crew,
Commander Pete Conrad, Science Pilot Joseph Kerwiai, and

Filot Paul Weitz at thisa time in the suit room suiting uo.

' Following a breakfast with the Chief of the Astronaut Ofyice,
Alan Shepard, and ™"'nald K. Slavton, joining them for breakfast
this morning. A b .. lfast of steak and eggs and orange juice.
Count rontinulng now, T mirus 3 hours 27 minutes and counting.
This {a Kennedy Launch Control,
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S PAO“ : : 'nu- 1- Skylab huncb Control. The prime -~
eriv il now ’dtpurttng the Manned Spacecraft Opesrations Build-
ing. They are showing obvious joy at finvally getting L{o their
taunch. They are entering their van, spe:ially designad van to
carrty them from the Manned Spalecraft Cperations Building out

to the launch pad. They are accompanied by Alan Shepard, Chief
of the Astronsut office, and Donald X, Slayton, Director of
Flight Crewv Operations at the Johnson Space Center, They are
fully suited at this ti-e. breathing on what are called portable
oxvgen ventilators. They'll be on these portable oxygen
ventilators until thev are into the cabin of the command

moduls and plug into the oxygen system there. They have

entered the van now, The van will ze leaving shortly for

this trip out to the pad. It'e spproximately 7 miles from

the Manned Spacecraft Operations Buildimg to the pad, and we
expect it will take them about 20 minutes to make the trip,

The countdown proceeding smoothly, T minus 3 hours 4 minutes

and counting, this is Kennedy Launch Cont.ol.
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< !Ao thic 1- Skylab Launch control. -1uan'

2 houxo A2 l!nutol and counting, In our countdown for the

first manned mission in the Skyladb Program. The craw for

that mfesion is now approaching the base of the pad, at pad B,
complex 39. They'll go Into tha elavators at the side of the
pad, go up inside the mobil launcher where they will board

a second set of elevators, these high speed elevators, vwhich
will carry them up to the J20-foot level of the mobil launcher.
Two of the crewmen, Command Conrad and Pilot Weit:, will croas
the swing arm and enter the spacecraft, Meantime, the Science
Pilot, Dr. Kerwin, will stand by in the elevator area at the
320-foot level until his fellow crewmen have entered the space-
craft and are in their couchevs., As they passed the Launch Con-
trol Center, Deke Slayton and Alan Shepard got out of the wvan,
entered a car, and came over to the Launch Control Center. They
will observe the reast of the countdown and the launch from the
Contrel Cunter, Weather continues vo look good. We have

some raln showers In the area at this time. However, no
electrical) activirty associated with those, and those showers
are also expected to dissipate. The pad leader gave an on-the-
spot report from the 320-~-foot i(evel from the white room area
where he {s and where the closeocut team is making ready for

the aatronauts., He _ndicated that, looking at the sky there,
{t looks like they have abour a 40 percent cloud cover at this
time. countdown proceeding smoothlyv, T minus 2 hours 4
aind counting, this is Kennedy Launch Contrel.

minuter
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hours 47 minutes and counting. At this time the Commander

Pete Conrad has moved across the swing arm with the -~ at the
320 foot level and is about to enter the command module. With
him is the Pilot, Paul Weitz. Doctor Joseph Kervin is remaining
back at the elevator area., He has 8 seuat back there, he

can ait down and standby back there while he waits for the
other two astronauts to enter the spacecraft., He's being
treated to a rather nice aunrise scene this morning. The

last astronaut during Apollo 17 who was in his position
standing by at the elevator area had quite » dramatic night
scene. That was Ron Evans on the Apollo 17 launch which

was a night launch. At this time the Commander is Just

now entering the spacecraft. Count continuing to move along
well., T-2 hours 36 minutes and counting. This is Kennedy
l.aunch Control,

END OF TAPER
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3 2 hcurl 32 winutes and counting in our countdown for tha ' h
7 first manned mission in the Skylad program. Astronaut Pete i
Conrad has nov moved irto the center and over to the left

hand couch which he will occupy during the launch phase of

the misaion. He's now being strapped down into that couch,

Hank Hartsfield, the astronaut member of the support team, is

in the command module assisting him in, as is one of the suit
technicians., As he hooked up his communications, he made a
communications check with the pad leader and also with the
spacecraft test conductor, Bob Reed. After a few pleasant

good mornings, Bob auked him how the handy man is doing today

in obvious reference to the tasks ahead of Pete in the little

repalr job they have on the Skrlab vehicle. After that Yete

asked him,"Are you guvs going to blow the rest of the claouds

out of here by 9 a,m,?" To which Reed replied, "“what we don't

blow out, you guys will." Standing by in the wh:ite room is the
pillot for the mission, Paul Weitz. He will be the ne.t one to
enter the spacecraft. He'll enter on to the center couch,

move over to the right hand couch. Dr. Kerwin st1il standing
by in the elevator area at this time. Now T ainus 2 hours

“~

J! minutes and counting, this 1s Kennedv launch Control.
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o &««tln! : Thl. ts lkylnb Launch Con:rols vo'tc now
"¢ 'minue 2 houes 23 mirates and counting. The pilot now
in position, and ecisnnce pilot Dr. Joseph Rerwin has now come
across the swing arw and is about to entar the apacecraft.
He is the last of the thres crewmen to enter thea spacec.aft.
Still {n the spacecraft with the three crewmen is Hank Hartefield,
the astronaut member of the closeout crew, He'll remain in
there until the three maen Are firmly positionad in theiv
couches and some switch checks are made, The procedure
for the men as they enter are to remove tha boot protectors
that they nave on the boots of their space suit. Thsy are
then assisted into their couch where they connect to their
communications and make several switch checks, Thev then
remove the gas connector plugs from their sults, and this is
the plug which they use to plug in the oxygen system in the
spacecraft. They then connect that oxygen system, turn off
the portable oxygen ventilator, which is what they have been
breathing on up to this point since they have been suited,
disconnect the POV hose and that ventilator is removed then
from the spacecraft. There is also a plastic helmet protector
ovey their space suits, That helmet protector ia rtemoved,
also then moved out of the spacecraft. The crewman is then
poalitioned firmly into his couch. He {s strapped in
with restraint harnesses similar to an aircraft. And he hns
a life vest on, and that 1s properly positioned. After this
procedure {8 completed, he goes through several swit:h checks
and communications checks. These all have been completed now
with the three crewmen, Our countdcwn continues to move along

smoothly. T minus 2 hours 24 minutes and counting, this is
Kennedy Launch Control.
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rAO “thin il Skylad Launeh Control. Tol
hour 3% minutes aud counting in this, the firet manned
mission in the Skylab Program. At this time the hatch hasn
been closed on the command module. Cabin parge and leak
checks undervay., And all continuing to move along smocthly,.
To recap the evening's activities, the louading of cryogenics,
thut's liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogey aboard the vehicle,
were moved up to give some lant minute stovage time. The
loading of cryogenics went very smoothly; {(t was finished at
12:45 a.m. this morning. The last equipment to be n.owed
aboard the command module (this was ithe SEVA =ail and the
parasocl, two of the thermal shields) ar.ived at the pad at
2:10 a.m. this morning. These were stcwed with some other
ftems., The stowage was completed at 4:20 a.m. Following
stowage, the couch, which had been vemoved to assist with
the stowage, was re-inatalled. Th!s was the center couch
occupied by the Science Pilot Doctor Keywin., The flight crew
wan alerted at J:45 this morning. They had a brief physical
after that, Then had breakfast with Donald K. Slayton and
Alan Shepard. They had the tradivional breakfast of steak
and eyrs and orange juice., We had a 1 hour and 13 minute
plan hold period at the 3 hour and 30 minute rurk., This Is
planned in the countdown to take care of anvy problems which
might come up during cryogeniec loading. The flight crew de-
parcted the Manned Spacecraft Operations Buillding where the crew
quarters are and whure they suited up this morning at 5»:55

R

a.m,., It's about a 7-mile ride to the pad, takes a little
over 20 minu.es to get there, The first crew memher to
enter the spacecraft was the crew commander, Pete Conrad. We

logged him adboard the spacecraft at 6:22 a.m. or T-2 hours
and 36 minutes in the count, MHe was followed by Pilot Paul
Weitz at T-2 hours 1 minutes, this 18 6:27 a.m, The Science
Pilot Dr. Joseph Kerwin stood by in the elevator area while
his two comyrads entered *the mpacecraft. When they were

intuo thelr cuuches, Kerwin came across the swing arm at the
320-foot level and was the final astronaut to enter the
spacecraft, HU entered at T-2 hours 24 minutea. The hatch
was closed just a short time ap- at 6:50, and the cabin

leak and purge - purge and leak _hecka were started. The
countdown continuing to move along smoothlv at this time.
T-1 hour 953 minutes and counting, This {8 Kennedy Launch

Control.
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